
OPTION C “PLAZA WITH LIMITED VEHICLE ACCESS”: Proposed View Facing New Giammona Plaza & Mixed-Use Building ±31,000sf Plaza Area

EXISTING: View Facing Giammona Drive 

The North Downtown Specific Plan covers a dynamic, growing extension of Downtown 
Walnut Creek. Its notable uses include auto sales and services, contemporary 
residential developments, Target, and the Golden Triangle office complex. This 
spectrum of uses capitalize on the area’s close proximity to both the Downtown 
shopping district and access to I-680 and BART. The ongoing development of BART’s 
new transit village will infuse the area with more residents needing convenient 
daily services and amenities while maintaining the commercial success of the auto 
and office developments.

In collaboration with Raimi + Associates, VMWP brought our expertise in 
placemaking and urban growth strategies to create a compelling vision for this 
complex district. With input from focus groups, stakeholders, city staff, and 
technical advisory groups, we imagined transformations to the auto-centric plan 
area through a series of before-and-after illustrations. The common thread in these 
views is a pedestrian-focused, improved public realm on par with some of Walnut 
Creek’s great Downtown spaces.

Existing view of Giammona Drive

NORTH DOWNTOWN SPECIFIC PLAN
WALNUT CREEK, CA

Infusing Downtown with Vibrant Public Spaces



Target
N Main St

Civic Dr

N Broadway

N California Blvd

YVR

Locust St

EXISTING VIEW FACING WEST ON PINE STREET

PROPOSED VIEW FACING WEST ON PINE STREET 54’ Curb to Curb

Parking / Loading Zone

76’ Proposed Future ROW

West Side
0’ - 10’ Setback

East Side
0’ - 10’ Setback
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N. BROADWAY 
Improved
(Parking Both Sides)
North of YVR

SUMMARY
• Widen curb to curb roadway by 10’
• Add buffered bike lanes
• Integrate bioretention at bulb-outs
• Expand ROW by 16’
• Reduce minimum setback from 10’ to 0’ 
from property line
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76’ minimum setback to minimum setback

Client:  City of Walnut Creek
Project scale: Downtown District
Timeline: Current 
Contact: 
 
   Jeanine Cavalli, Senior Planner 
   Community & Economic Development 
   City of Walnut Creek 
   1666 North Main Street 
   Walnut Creek, CA  94596 
   (925) 943-5899 x 2204 
   cavalli@walnut-creek.org

ELEMENTS EXPLORED
• District-scale visioning

• Public-realm placemaking

• Mixed-use housing and office

• Streetscape design

• Fine-grained infill development

• Before-and-after transformation 
imagery

Infilling auto sales and services lots with mixed-use housing and office

BEFORE:  Underutilized street with transformation potential

AFTER:  New maker spaces and multiuse pathway New streetscape elements focused on cyclists and stormwater


