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“The Guidelines are very well-thought-out, well-organized and
well presented for ease of use and are an aesthetic experience
for the user.”

- Gita Dev, Co-Chair Sustainable Land Use Committee Sierra Club Loma Prieta



Make the Design Standards and Guidelines easy to understand and use
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“The San José Citywide Design Standards and Guidelines will
help ensure high-quality developments that prioritized sustainable

transportation and vibrancy.”

- Alex Shoor, Co-founder & Executive Director, Catalyze SV




lllustrate Standards and Guidelines for better understanding

Extensive lllustration

Design Standards and Guidelines are illustrated throughout with over 90 diagrams. These highly detailed diagrams and images augment and clarify the desgin standards and
guidelines for a better understanding for users with varied levels of design knowledge and sensibilities.

Building Pedestrian Level Specific Development Types




Focus on sustainability and enhanced pedestrian experience

tormwater Management

ercial Frontages

The Guidelines integrate sustainability goals and practices in each section for a better
response to climate change. They encourage bird-safe design and focus on the
design of paseos, privately-owned public open spaces, and common open spaces.

ent and Design

The Standards and Guidelines in the document focus on creating an enhanced
pedestrian and biking experience by promoting active frontages as well as accessible,
secure, and protected bicycle parking and other support facilities. They prioritize
pedestrians, offer spaces for people to gather, and have buildings that concentrate
activity and visibility towards sidewalks.

“Implementing the Citywide Design Standards and
Guidelines will result in designs that will make City facilities 1 :
more resilient to climate change and promote environmental 0] ool i
and public health for San José residents, and the area’s S
migratory avifauna.”

- Shani Kleinhaus, Ph.D., Santa Clara Valley Audubon Society



Incorporate feedback from the community, planners, and architects

Planners facilitated several one-to-one and small group meetings with government
agencies, architects, affordable housing organizations, non-profit organizations,
neighborhood groups, and environmental advocates to ensure that the Guidelines
are practical, climate-friendly, and realistic.

“I would like to commend the open process that resulted in this “The city is taking a step in the right direction by bringing forward
robust new planning document created by San José City staff to a design standard and inviting public comments.”
gui de future devel opment. ” - Ziba Ghassemi, Vice President of Design at Unibail-Rodamco-Westfield

- Pedram Farashbandi, AIA, Principal, David Baker Architects



Rationalize the Project Review Process

Project Review Analysis using Design Standards and Guidelines

“Pedestrian plaza provided at the corner of the “Tree canopy cover at maturity will shade a “Transparent ground floor building facade,
building. Facades facing the streets are articulated minimum of 50% of surface parking areas.” primary building entrances, and active frontages
for at least 80% of the facade length.” located along the street help create a vibrant

pedestrian realm.”

Understandable and enforceable Standards “Since its approval, it has improved the conversation and
coordination between VTA and City of San José resulting in better
The Design Standards and Guidelines help create certainty for designers and

the development community by providing quantifiable standards that are deS/gn a,?d less (?Om[(mt betv_veen transit, bike, pedes_tr/an, an_d
enforceable and by making the review process easier and more predictable. automobiles. This will contribute toward a well-designed built
environment with positive economic and social benefits.”

- Lola Torney, Transportation Planner I, Santa Clara VTA



Streamline Affordable Housing - Better design and better projects coming in the door
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Within General Plon growth areas, follow the stepback plane to shape building
massing towards the rear shared property lines

Development proposal has a special corner element with taller massing and Development proposal steps back from surrounding low density residential
creates an active frontage along the street. uses and complies with Massing Relationship to Context and Form,
Proportion, and Scale.

Guidelines encourage higher density
affordable housing

The Guidelines promote high density affordable housing while respecting the existing The San José C/tyW/de DQS/gn Standards and Guidelines
surrounding low density developments. promote high-quality design standards for new construction and
As in this application, the designers highlighted the stepback planes which consider the redeve/gpmem‘p/’oje(;ts that will support the /a/’ge/’ urban context.”

maximum allowed height for surrounding low density sites irrespective of whether they are
completely built out yet. - Fred Buzo, San José Director, SPUR



Resilience towards Climate Change

Applicant submittal Applicant submittal

Development proposals conform with SB 330 objective design standards Development proposal steps down to surrounding low density residential
requirements and streamlines the approval of SB 35 affordable housing uses and complies with Building Massing, Massing Relationship to Context,
projects. It follows Facade Articulation and Pedestrian Level requirements and Form, Proportion, and Scale.

to create an active frontage along the street. It also utilizes the guidelines
regarding Awnings and Sunshades, Roofs and Parapets, and Landscape
and Stormwater Management to optimize the building energy usage and be
resilient towards climate change.

Guidelines influencing the design from the beginning The new document outlines requirements for new buildings to
_ - _ respond sensitively to context, increase energy efficiency, and
An easy-to-use, comprehensive set of standards and guidelines allows designers to do much

of the work of design review themselves, saving time for the City in the review process and decrease the urban heat-island EffeCt_amOHQ other /mpaCtS_and
improving the final design of the building. expresses a clear stance that supports right-sized growth and a shift

Asin this application, the designers highlighted the major design elements and their toward climate responsiveness and human-scaled environments.

compliance by providing call-outs in the development proposal and explaining how the
design conforms to the Guideline rules. - Pedram Farashbandi, AIA, Principal, David Baker Architects



