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Video: The Making of Belmar

Belmar Town Center is the award-winning redevelopment of a former 100 acre, enclosed regional 
shopping mall into a vibrant urban village.  The vision was a transformation into a reconnected,  vibrant, 
mixed-use downtown with shopping, dining, cultural amenities, offices and a wide variety of rental 
and for sale housing options. The site is bordered by two high volume state highways adjacent to 
Lakewood’s civic center, community park and single family neighborhoods. 

The urban design is organized as a traditional street grid that emphasizes pedestrian movement with 
shops oriented closely to the street. The program included 777,000 sf. of retail; 868,000 sf of office 
space; a 75,000 sf cinema; a 190,000 sf hotel;1,048 residential units in 8 prototypes; community parks 
and plazas. VMWP led visioning for residential development and assisted in urban design, mixed use 
and commercial design with Elkus/Manfredi. VMWP was subsequently the Prime Architect on Belmar 
Urban Apartments and 7133 West Virginia at Belmar.

Design Features
n	 Great urban streets designed for 

maximum walkability
n	 9 acres of plazas, parks, and public 

spaces
n	 Extensive public art program and a major 

cultural facility

Awards
n	 CNU Charter Award, 2006
n	 ULI  Award for Excellence, 2006
n	 EPA Award for Smart Growth 

Achievement, 2005

Multi-Purpose, Thoughtful Planning Transforms Former Shopping Mall into 
Rich Urban Village

LAKEWOOD, CO
BELMAR TOWN CENTER


