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BROADWAY AVE

COLLEGE AVE

CARRIAGE HOUSE MACKY HALL

B1 

B2 

B3

B4 

THE SHOPS AT THE RIDGE 
PARKING GARAGE

THE SHOPS AT THE RIDGE

MERRILL 
GARDENS

FUTURE SAFEWAY 
DEVELOPMENT

BROADWAY TER

OLIVER ART CENTER TREADWELL HALL

FACILITIES BUILDING BUILDING B

CLIFTON 
HALL

Client: Equity Community  
Builders, LLC

Site Area: 270,000 S.F. / 4 acres
Density: 250-350 units
Completion: Ongoing

Contact: John Clawson 
Equity Community Builders, LLC 

415.561.6200 x201

California College of the Arts (CCA) is one of the Bay Area’s premier arts institutions with its main 
campus located at the terminus of College Avenue in Oakland’s vibrant Rockridge neighborhood. To 
increase efficiency and manage future expansion, CCA is considering the consolidation of all their 
facilities and dormitories to its second campus in San Francisco while exploring redevelopment 
possibilities of their four-acre hillside Oakland campus.

SCCA engaged the VMWP team to conduct test-fit capacity studies and conceptual mixed-use design 
scenarios that optimize the hillside site. The preferred design comprises several new residential 
podium buildings with below-grade parking, street-facing retail along Broadway Avenue, and retrofitted 
institutional buildings. Additionally, two architecturally significant historic buildings are preserved to 
provide both shared residents’ facilities and news arts programs. Together with its mature redwood 
trees, new common open spaces, and expansive views over Downtown Oakland, this unique project 
exhibits exceptional place making potential. The development program includes 250-350 housing units, 
4,000 s.f. of retail, and 25,000 sf of institutional space.

Design Features
n Terraced podium buildings with below-

grade parking, shared courtyards, and 
housing units with expansive views

n Retrofitted institutional buildings offer 
potential to integrate arts program

n Historic preservation of two exemplary 
campus buildings 

n Integration of on-street retail attracts 
pedestrians from vibrant College Avenue

Nature and Arts Define a New Hillside Neighborhood
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